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DUBLIN LITERARY GAZETTE. 



2. The Quarterly Journal of Agriculture, No. 8. 
Blackwood, Edinburgh. Feb. 1830. 

We rejoice to see so excellent a work on so 
important a subject as Agriculture, (for which, 
if the truth were known, we entertain quite as 
much esteem and respect as for the art of 
making books,) flourishing, as Blackwood's 
Quarterly appears to be. The present is a 
good and varied number ; the article on the treat- 
ment of cattle in winter, we read with great 
interest, and, as we are strenuous advocates for 
the general growth of green crops, as winter 
feeding, we earnestly recommend it, as well as 
the prize essays on drainage, the cultivation of 
Lucerne, and the construction of lime-kilns, to 
the perusal of such of our readers as rejoice in 
the possession of broad green acres. We 
would also draw their attention to the experi- 
ments on ploughing down buck-wheat as a 
manure, more especially as we conceive the 
Editor of the Journal to entertain an unfounded 
prejudice against that important mode of sup- 
plying a deficiency of manure, which is, after 
all, the moving power in agriculture, and the 
first and most important object to be attended 
to by every skilful farmer. 



3. Blackwood's Magazine, Nos. 152 and 153. 
Parts 1 and 2. February. 

A Siamese Number, and without a Noctes. 
Atherstou's Fall of Nineveh is very unneces- 
sarily, unfairly, and uncritically abused, and 
Moore's Life of Byron, et Byronus ipse, as 
uncritically over-praised. Had the great 
Christopher employed his quizzical powers upon 
Master Thomas Frognall Dibdin's Tour, we 
think they would have suited the subject quite 
as well as the wishy-washy, qualified panegyric 
bestowed upon him. The review of the Young 
Lady's Book is good, in the style of goodness 
peculiar to North. The paper on the Art of 
Dressing the Human Body, is abundantly 
comical ; by-the-bye, we ourselves " seriously 
incline" to write a philosophophical essay on 
Dress, considered as one of the Fine Arts, and 
the propriety of establishing a national costume 
on the fixed principles of true taste, the verv 
first time we can snatch an hour from the 
weightier affairs of this naughty workv-day 
world. Crusty on the Decay of the Picturesque, 
is an excellent article, and we heartily sympa- 
thise in the feelings of the writer. 

4. The Dublin Monthly Magazine, No. 2 

February. Tyrrell and Tims. 

It gives us very great pleasure to be able to 
recommend this new Periodical to the favour- 
able attention of our readers. It reallv does 
great credit to the conductors, and we have 
only one marked defect to point out — namelv, 
the want of any distinct political character. 
Our readers will probably smile at such an oh-j 
jeetion coming from such a source, but carefully I 
as we do, and always shall, avoid the subject in! 
the columns of the Literary Gazette, were we ; 
conducting a Monthly Magazine, we should 1 
certainly make politics, in tiie large and most ' 
enlightened sense of the word, a leading, and 
most interesting feature of the work. " The 
hint is kindly meant, and will, we hope, be as^ 
kindly taken. In conclusion, we have to con-; 
gratulate our City on possessing two Magazines,! 
which, not only in cheapness, but in general' 
interest, always excepting political interest, sur- 
pass those of either metropolis of Great Britain. ; 



o. The Londonllniversity Magazine. February 

1830. — London: Hurst, Chance and Co. 
A very spirited and pleasant Number; but this 
Magazine, like the last we have noticed, alto 
gether shuns the subject of politics. The 
attention paid to subjects connected with Ire- 
land, in this and the London Magazine, is 
highly complimentary to this country ; and with 
tiie very flattering panegyric on ourselves, con 
tiiined in the paper on the Revival of Irish 
Literature, we have every reason to be par- 
ticulnrly gratified. Indeed the Notices of the 
Dublin Literary Gazette, in the leading Lite- 
rary periodicals of Great Britain, have been so 
numerous, and so uniformly favourable in the 
very highest degree, as somewhat to surprise, 
as well as please us. To the Editors of very 
many newspapers, we also owe our thanks. 
To those, and they are not a few, who have 
paid us the delicate compliment of fathering our 
offspring, by appropriating our labours to 
themselves, without acknowledgment, w 
would recommend Mr. Curran's favourite 
toast : " honour and honesty ;" to which they 
may perhaps respond as the bar-maid did to 
him, "aye! our absent friends!" 

The London Monthly, New Monththly, 
and tfie British Magazine, must lie over till 
next week. 



FOREIGN LITERATURE. 



Histoire de France depuis la Restawation. 

Par Ch. Lacretclle Paris. 

This work forms one of a series of histories 
written by M. Lacretelle, which begin with 
the period of the reign of Henry II. to the 
reign of Henry IV. inclusive. Then follows, 
in 14 vols., a History of France during the 
Eighteenth Century, of course including the 
glories and horrors of the Revolution. To 
some of our readers this distinguished author is 
doubtless already known, and those to whom he 
is, will hail with satisfaction the same impartial 
pen, exercised on the more recent History of 
the Restoration, and its consequences. 

The present volumes extend from 1814 to 
1820 ; and two more, are to bring down the 
history to our own days. The work begins 
with a sketch of the French empire, traced in 
large and masterly characters, perhaps, rather 
severe in its judgments of Napoleon, respecting 
his measures for the attainment of power, and 
too little considering the managements so indis- 
pensably requisite in humouring the foibles of 
his countrymen. The author thus reprehends the 
mode of Bonaparte's accession to the empire : — ■ 

" The assumption of empire was magnificent, 
cold, and dark — and, although a Holy Pontiff 
had descended from the Alps to come and crown 
the new Charlemagne, nothing seemed religions 
in this theatrical scene. Men yet felt them- 
selves in trie presence of a great man — but of a 
great man fallen." 

Unquestionably had not the French people 
liked theatrical scenes, Napoleon would not have 
treated them to them, and if they did, it 
was politic, as well as self-gratifying to him, to 
indulge them. M. Lacretelle goes steadily 
through the period above mentioned, and we 
could extract many fine passages, but from the 
usual reason, (want of room,) we must forbear, 
and confine ourselves to the following brief, but 
animated sentences : — 

" However, a warlike transport breaks forth 
in all the North of Europe ; the cabinets are 
shaken ; the people take on themselves the 



breach of faith. The names of Arminius and 
of Witikind are mingled with tho cry of ven- 
geance. In place of the fictitious crusade, 
which Buonaparte directed against Russia, a 
real crusaue is formed against himself. Here 
there is no need of orders to raise armies — they 
are formed of themselves, under the names of 
Landwehr and Landsturm." 

The catastrophe is slightly touched on, and 
he comes to the period of the Congress of 
Vienna, which he characterises in the following 
just terms . — 

" The Congress of Vienna was opened ; and 
its first acts caused to vanish like a dream, that 
reign of philanthropy, of equitable, and mag- 
nanimous policy, which had been seen to dawn 
even in the midst of the tumultuous events of 
the invasion. The people of Germany and of 
Italy saw themselves put up to auction as a 
reward for their fidelity. * * * * * 
They all strove which would most exert a con- 
quering diplomacy. The dexterity of statesmen 
mended with the stroke of a pen, the oversights of 
generals. In this lottery of kingdoms and pro- 
vinces, the wheel of fortune always turned to 
the advantage of the three great monarchies of 
the North. The promises which had been 
made to the people were forgotten by common 
consent — those promises which had been made 
at the time that the Landwehr, the Landsturm, 
the German Universities, the friends of virtue, 
exhausted their blood to raise up thrones almost 
brought to the dust. There was no ceremony 
in giving new masters to people, in passing 
flocks on to new pastors, without ever consult- 
ing those who won or lost by the change. 

Manners, customs, laws, taxes, habits, all 
were overturned. The Catholic awoke the 
subject of a Protestant Prince, the inhabitant 
of a free city arose the subject of an absolute 
government. Old recollections and new anti- 
pathies, all were disregarded. The pen of the 
diplomatist operated as many changes as tho 
sword of Napoleon." 

Most persons will coincide in these opinions, 
and also with those on the Holy Alliance; 
that strange, mysterious bond, seemingly formed 
for the extinction of liberty, which, fortunately, 
since the death of its most enlightened member, 
Alexander, is fast falling to decay. The 
cruelties exercised hy the Royalists in the 
South are justly reprobated, particularly the 
assassination of Marshal Brune, and other 
officers, while the Army of the Loire was 
nobly laying down its arms, and, as M. 
Lacretelle says, still showed itself the Grand 
Armee ! We have also a fair and unprejudiced 
ac-cmnt of the strange perversion of intellect 
which seemed to pervade at that period the 
Royal Council — the affectation of Louis, dating 
thecharte from the nineteenth year of his reign, 
and other puerilities, which filled the enlight- 
ened part of the nation with surprise and dis- 
satisfaction. The proceedings of the government 
since, onthelaws of the press, and otliersubjects, 
have not been treated of in such a manner as 
to satisfy the French themselves. They seem 
to think that M. Lacretclle is too indulgent ; 
however, foreigners will be better able to judge 
on that subject ; indeed, a tone of moderation 
is visible throughout all his writings, and it is 
difficult to retrace such recent events to the 
satisfaction of a people excited as the French 
have been, and are at present. The style is 
pleasing, and truly historical ; some expressions 
will, however, be found, not in common use, 
which may puzzle the English reader. 



